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ol Gerald P, Lillards

The Attached Go, 2nd Basak Inf Regt, Lanso Kilitery Sector, Figating
Bolo 4 Unks, Uakves Seabes Arey Foross in ‘e Philippines, consisti

approxinately 120 meabers, has not worasly coneiderad. o sombors have
previously been recognized.

Teduizesents of the'ive basic potats
for recogattion, Ses-atiadhed Tean Toutents Ropere

3. Ko useful purpose WLl be accomplished by further investigation of
this wmit,

4. Thers are o ortiy of recogmttion ad 84 4 Qo that exy
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING, GENERAL %
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¥r, Jipungoat Dilna anh AP
Buadi« Taraka, Lanso 4! ;
Hindarao, ippines X 2 A

Dear ¥r. Dilna:

The Commanding General has directed that you be informed that the
Attached Company, Second Bassk Infantry Regiment, Lanao Military Sector,
Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines,
purpording to be a guerrilla orgenization under your mominal eontrol, is
not faverably considered for recognition as an element of the Philippine

4 set of general requirements for guerrilla recognitiocn, established
by General Machrthur during the liberation of the Philippines, has been
used as a guide in considering the record of this unit. After careful
investigation and full considerztion of all subgtantiating records and
tdstinony of witnesses having pertinent knowledge, recognition of this
guerrilla unit 1s not deemed to be warranted because of reasons méntioned
below: :

2, Record of service was not substantiated by sufficient ac-
geptable evidence,

b. The uniy was not maintained sotisfactorily in the field in
opposition to the enemy.

o, Activities of the wnit did mot contribute msterially to the

. eventual defeat of the enemy,

4, A definite organization was not established,

"8 Adequste ‘records Wers mot maintainéd (names, ranks, dates of
mli;hunt or Joining, dates of promotions, and ¥y Felated inf
tion).

R :
2. Unit did not show satisfactory aonumwﬁ@xv £
organisation, = S R

el 3 Sl E
g Members of the unit aid not deyots their GAALFS eFeort.
milidary activities in the field to the exclusion of i
cupation and family obligations, SR
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* Your attention is invited to Presidential Executive Order Wo, 6,

th of the Philippines, copy of whiech is attached, for neceg*
sary action in comnection ﬁm-c;i_tha : ; i

Sinaml.r.
1 Inel ; ¢ :
Executive Order No. 68 gy THOMAS J. BROWN
dated 26 Sept 45 ; : CWO, 'UsA
' ASST ADJ GEN

Ool Gerald F. Lillapds

1. The attached Go, 2nd Basak Inf Regt, Lamso Wilitary Sector, Fighting
Bolo Bn Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippimes, eonsieting of
tely 120 meabers, has not been favorably econsidered, No members have
previously been recognized. ;

2. This unit does not fulfill the requirvements of the five basie points
for recognition, Bee attached Toam Leader’s Report.

3. No useful purpose will be aecéomplished by further investigation of
this wnit,

4+ There are no members worthy of recognition end 4% is doubtful that any
casualtiea occurred as a result of the sctivities with the unit,

Capt Hobert L. dorton : RELn
Conour: Major G« H, Wentzell
: Actg Chief, Unit Branch
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Mr, t Dilna
Mm, Taraks, Lanso 2 Ladd

Mindanao, Philippines
";Dnr ¥r, Dilnas

>

2 The Commending Gemeral has directed that you be informed that the

mnm Compeny, Second Basak Infantry Regiment, Lanso Military Sector,

N\ Pighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines,
purporting to be a guerrilla organization under your mominal control, is

Onot favorably eonsidered for recognition as an elcment of the Fhilippive
Army.

(]

A set of gemeral requirements for guerrilla recognition, established
by Gemersl MacArthur during the liberation of the Philippines, has been
used as a guide in considering the record of this unit, After careful
investigation and full consideration of all substantiating records and

of witnesses having pertiment knowledge, recognition of this
g:;:'r!nndt is not & d to be d b of reasons mentioned

1

&, Record of service was not substentiated by sufficient sc-
ceptable evidence,

b, The unit was not maintained sstisfactsrily 14 the £1eld tn
epposition tolth enemy, '

@, Activities of the unit did mot contribute materially to the
oventual defeat of the enemy, . :

d, A definite organization was not established,

: o, Adequate records were not maintained (names, ranks, dabes of
enlistment or joining, dates of pr ions, and Y hlgbi informa=

S ‘ » ¥ g \
f4 Unit did not show satisfactory contimulty of gotivity and

g Henbers of the unit did not devote thelr htire effort tp
military activities in the field to the exalusion of normal eivilian oo-
cupation and family obligations,

ECLASSIFIED 7 : @
DECLASSIFIE ZIN
5078

Autporiey NN

£dog yoBqewon ninsH

LY I8 g2

WBT /[T

OfE 0 1L



» /

attention is dnvited %o Prosidential Bueutive Onder No, 6
Commonwealth of the Philippines, copy of which is ntf.auhed, for any m’mﬂ-
sary sction in comnection therewith,

_ Sineerely,
1 Inel o
- Executive Order Ho, 68 i THOMAS J. BROWN
dated 26 Jept 45 ; CWO, USA

AssT ADy GEN

.. G0l Gerald ¥, Lillavds

1. The ittached Go, 2nd Bessk Inf Regt; Lenso Wilitevy Seotor, ‘ighting
Bolo Bn Unit, United Stades irmy Forees in the Philippines, eomedating of
approxinately 120

members, has not been favorably mmlnd. Ho meubers heve
previcualy been recognized.

2. MI iﬂ!‘t does not fulfill the nqﬂ.ﬂmﬁ. of the five btail points
gx See atfached Tean hldo:"n B‘poﬂo

e

3s h-ﬂmuwhmnpumwm&uunmuhuof
this unit,

he Mmm-ﬁounrﬁvofnmmmitnewhtmmatw
casualtios ocourred as e result of the sctivities with the umit, .

Mmu-m
; m lumhu.wmm : :
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DECLASSTRIED

. "“ Autnoriny N}\P, '(};ZJS Oj‘a,,

Report on the Lenso Militery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bettelion

Unit, United Stetes irmy Forces in the Philippines

1, The following report conccins the overell commznd of the
Leneo Hilitery Sector, Fighting Lolo Battelion Unit, United Stetes
Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of epproximetely 128
difforent units, particl list of the lerger units zre listed
in paragreph 3 below, The Lenso Hilitery Sector, hting Bolo
Bsttelion Unit, (LUS, FLDU, USLFIP), is also known es the "Iight-
ing de Weepons Division" end the "Fighting Blood Yeepon Divi-

2 ical invostigetion of the unitiin the ficld wes not

cry or desireble, but the commending
officer end other persons heving pertinent knowledze of the unit's
cctivitics were contected cithor personelly or by correspondences
The stztenents of those comtacted, end & complote study of the
records of the unit, erc reflected in the findings.

2, & fow of the subordinzte units of thc Fighting Blede
Wioepons. Division have becn previously end scperctely not fevor-
ebly considered for recogniticn by this hosdquerters, It wss
considered ct thet time that those units verc only independent
"Bolo Units", Whcn this overell commend wes studied, these units
were included for rcconsiderctions This report will suppert the
previous discussion 6f thcse subordinate units of the Fighting
Blade Wecpons Division, cnd et the scme time teke into. consideree
tion the overell commcnd and other subordincte units of thet
cormznd, now pending under request for rccognitions

3. The following is ¢ pertizl list of subordincte units
comprising the Lenco Militery Scctor, Fighting BDolo Bettclion
Unit, United Stctes srmy Forces in the Philippiness

First Cozstal Regi
Third Cosstcl

Forth Cocs’
First Boloe R

Second Besek Reginent
Third Basck Rogiment
First Unsyen Reginon

inont
First Sepsrate Regiment
Wiestern Lengo Troop Movement
Uplend Infeantry Regiment
Westorn Lenao Scperste Specisl Bn
Bolo Bettelions
Seperctc Bettslions znd Compenics
Spoeicl Dettelions end Compenics
Attached Bettelions and Compenics
Provisionel Bettelions
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&s Prior to the errivel of the Jepencse inveding Forfies
on Mindeneo, Brigedier Genercl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Leneo Militery Sector, orgenized the "Bolo
Battzlion," for the purpose of &lding the 8lst Division., The
missions of the Bolo Battelion were as follows:

4o ALLEGED HISTORY:

(1) Guarding the besches in order to give
timely werning in cesc of cnemy lendings,

(2)

(3) Guarding bridges end rosds.

4cting as Lebor Battalions when so desired.

(4) CGuarding emmunitions, supplics end other
nilitery instsllstions.

(5) Suppressing fifth column sctivities.

be The "Lenaco Military Sector" wes divided into four
units. Each unit was composed of severel groups or compznics,
&s meny es there were municipslitics or municipzl districts in
the unit, Each group or compeny wzs commended by & Senior
Leader, usueclly the Meyor of the municipslity or municipsl dis-
trict, end two other leeders sclected from the group or compeany.
Each Bolo Bzttalion Unit wes commended by & Unit Commender; the
four Bolo Battzlion Units which compriscd the "Lanzo Militery
Sector" were commended by Sector Commznder, supposedly an
officer of the USAFFE,

Cce On 21 Mzy 1942, six dsys prior to the surrcnder of
tho 8lst Division, General Fort ordered Detu Busrzn Kelaw to
toke comnend of the cntire Blade Weepons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extended slong the coast from
Iligan to Csbueno Barrccks cnd on the Leke-Shore of Leke Lanso,
On 27 Mey 1942, thc 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, &nd thrce
deys later Datu Busran Kelaw rcorgenized the Bolo Battslions,

"To this organizetion, everybody wes permitted to joinemembers

of the former Bolo Battelions, ox-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" = Numbrous companies, bettzlions cnd regiments were
orgenized, until ell the regions of Lenao, not occupied by the
Jepznese werc covereds, The organization wass partly completed on
31 iugust 1942, and consisted of epproximestcly ten (10) regiments,
several scperete, spocizl provisional, combet, end sttached
battalions end compznies, with & total strength of approximately
35,000 officers end mene

de The activities of thc unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil end militery government and the care and
protection of civilians: 4 fow cleimed skirmishes with the
Japencse cre discussed in more deteil in the findings of this
report,



) ¢. On or cbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, commending

: officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, began to orgenized the
Moros into the Meranso Militis Forces , (IiF)e Detu Busren Kelew
and epproxinetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Bettelion Units -were
inducted inte this unit; and wore subsequently recognized szs the
Maranezo Militia Force (M) of the 108th Division, 1Oth lilitery
District.

5
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fo For further informetion relcting to the alleged
history of the Lenco Militery Scctor, Fighting Bolo Bettezlion
Unit, United States drmy Forces in the Philippines, sece attached
unit files.

2. The following persons were interviewed or questioned
by letter and their statements ere reflodted in the findings:

Gen Celixto Duque « o o o o « D C/S, HPA, fornelly G/S
8lst Div, USFFE

Detu Busren Kalew o o o o o o CO, LiiS, FODU, USLFIP

Col We We Pertig o v w o o CO, 10th Militery Dist

Zdverd Me Kuder o o o o o o o 40 dmericcn educstor in
Leneo

Dstu licngodz ¢ o s s s o o o G-2 of Bolo Battelion

Lt Manisba 4guem o o o o« o o Membor of unit, lster
Jjoined IIF, recognized

th 10th 1D

« licmber of unit, but docs

not know position

Meme Komeyet o o o 6 o o ate U U #

Datu Derengine Diamp CO, Dizmese Islem Unit

ligjor Fo Mo lietas o o o o o o CO, Philippine Hilitie
Forces, and lzter recog-
nized with IIF

Federico Selemet + o o v o w N 1 I st

lajor Gebs IZx O to G4, HPi, formally

4 C/5-G-2, 8lst Div, US:FTE

Recognized Moro with 10th

1D

Datu langods leulsna

.

Antonio Pace a s s = e e

.

Hember of Philippine Mili-
tia Forces of Hindznzo &
Sulu

21fredo QUIlban o o 4 « o o

bs Records of service vere not substentizted by sufficicnt
accepteble evidences The Laneo Militery Sector, F3IU, US-FIP, end
its subordinate units, as presented for recognition, wes not in eany
sensc & well-orgenized guerrille unit. Prior tec the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, the Bolo Bcttelions were used by Genercl
Fort zs "3olo Units", "Farmer Dattclions", znd "Lebor Bettalions'.
Zccording to the "Guerrilla Resistence Hovements in the Philippines",
& collection of monogrsphs previously published by the Philippine
Sub-Section, -2, Genersl Hoadquerters, Southwost Pacific ros, the
lioros werc under their own lesders, but hed been peid by the US-IFIE
prior to the surrenders DBut even if they hzd not been peid, their
zctivities would not constitute a cleim

3
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for guerrille activitiocs, but rather would be & clain for pey &s
lebor bzttclions in eiding tho 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Generel Fort to Datu Kelew, ordering him to teke comnsnd of the
Blede Nespon Forces doss not necesscrily prove thet the unit con-
tinued es & well-orgenized unit, Tho Guerrille Resistance love-
ment in the Philippines (extract &s Incl 1) end lettor from Col.
We W, Fortig, (Incl 2) stetc thet when the Jeprnese inveding
forees landed et Deveo the loro Force dissolved rapidly, and
that the sctivities against the cnemy &s clsimed by the Lenso
Militery Sector, after the surrendor of the 8lst Division were
not the ectivities of the Blade Wezpon Units, but & generzl end
spontancous uprising of the pcople. The records of the unit,
such Generel Ordors, S-1 Reports, znd $-2 Reperts, consist
primerily of promotion pepers of the members of the unit. Pro-
notions were mede periodicelly, Eech month most officers wore
promoted to one higher rank.

co The unit wss not meinteined satisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 Mey 1942 the
8lst Division, US~IWE, dominszted the sres end subscquent to Sept
1942 the lieranso lilitie Forces of the 10th lilitery District,
& rocognized guerrills izction of epproximctoly 8,000 former
nembers from the claiment Bolo Bottelions, deminsted the eroc.
Resistence zctivitics sgeinst the Jepsnese during the 3-months
period between these detes consisted of en uprising of the
people of Lenso, cnd not in guerrille activity by the LS, ¥B3u,
US<¥IP. The stztements of guerrille lesders, =s discussed in
percgrephs 5i, 5j, 5k, indicate thet the Dolo Battclions wes not
neinteined efter the surrender of the 8lst Division,

de sctivities of the unit did not contribute natericlly
to the eventual defest of the cnemy. The "Guerrills Resistence
Hovenents of the Philippines", brings to the sttention that the
lioros were neither a velucble &lly nor e dengercus cncmy. The
principel cleinm for recogniticn by the LS, roBu, Us:FIP, is
beased upon two loczl bzttles with the Jepencse in September snd
October 1942. The Diemas Islem Unit, o bitter foe of Kelew,
under Detu Diampuzn, zlso cleims credit for thesc ongegenents, cs
indicated above znd by incls. 2 cnd 3, written by individusls
having personzl knowledge. These battles cen not be aceepted es
‘the ectivities of this or eny other orgsnized gucrrilles unit,
The Leneo Militery Scctor, FBBU, USFIF, is thorcfors claining
sctivities which were exccuted by the initistive of . resentful
znd angered tribe, rsther then by their units,

ee 4 dofinite orgcnizstion wes not cstzblished, Prior
bo 27 May 1942, Detu Dusren Kelew wes en intelligence cgent of
the 8kst Division, US:iF¥E, end during the letter months of the
sanme yoer he beccme & member of the liercnco Militis Force., Officers
and enlisted men of the Lanzo Militery Sector, FoLU, LIS, lived
with their femilies end supported them by means of normal civilian
pursuits throughout the occupetion. Practically ell of the beatte-
lion commanders end renking officers on the roster of
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this unit were meyors of the verious towns or held other politicel
pesitions during the Jepenese occupetion, The nembers of the unit
who were interviewed, with the exception of the leaders, could not
give their positions within tho verious units end most of thom
steted that there wes very little orgenizetion within the unit.

f. idequate records worc not meinteined. Monthly rosters,
éppointuent end pronotion pepers, deted beck es frr zs 1942, were
submitted as recerds; but exeminetion of these pepers showed
thet most of the monthly rosters were mesde ot onc time, using
carbon pepers end lecving the dstes bl nk, so that the dzte could
be plcced in lster, Furthermore the psper used did not show the
weer and teesr of peper thet had beon used since 19424

ge Unit did not show sctisfectorily continuity of scti-
vity end orgenizetion, Coloncl We ¥ie Fertig, comnesnding the 10th
LD, stctes thet this unit did nothing to stop the Jrpznese (Sce
Incl 2) edvence znd were nore hermful then helpful to the USAFIE,
"The Guerrilla Resistence Hovement in the Philippines", supports
this statement of unsctisfactory continuity of activity snd orgsni-
zetion by declering thet the lioro forees dissolied rapidly after
the Jepancse lended in Doveos The unit could not show zny con-
clusive supporting evidence which would sustsin their clsims of
activity subsequent to the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

h, liembers of the unit did not dovote their cntirc effort
to militery activitics in tho ficld to the exclusion of normal
civilicn occupstion snd femily obligstions. The members of the
unit helding politiczl positions, such cs mzyors, continued to ro-
meln in office during the Jepanese occupstion. i”ho nembers of the
unit who werc common fermers cnd leborers continucd thoir normal
pursuits,

is &ttached horcto, as inclosure 2, is the first indorse-
nont, deted 15 Jenucry 1947, from Colonel Wendell Fertiy in enswer
to lotter from this hozdquerters requesting informetion regerding
the Fighting Blede Wezpons Unit. Colonel Fertig, formerly with
Generel Fort, lster beceme comaznding cofficer of the 10th Militery
Districte In his indorsement Colonel Fertiy omphasized thet tho
Blade Wezpons Unit (clso known es the Lenco Militery Sector, FBBU,
USAFIP) did nothing to stop the Jezp advance and contributed no-
thing to the resistance prior to the surrender. He further strbos
thet the period from the surrender to the oricnizstion of the
Merznszo Militis Forces on Docember 1942 wzs onc of non-resistence,

except for tho resistance of z group of Moros under Meneleo Mzn-
delinso, whose neme is not included es one of the lecders of the
Lanco Militery Sector, FBBU, US.FIP, whereas is recognized ss tho
regimentel commender of the 127th Rejiment, "y 10th ¥D, Colonel
Fertig further stztes thet the encounter between the Jepznesc and
the Moros wes occesioned by & gonerel uprising of the poople and
not by the Blade Vecpons Units. Col, Fertig recommends that the
Blade Wozpon Units and associsted units in the province of Lenso

be not recognizeds




Je .i’tghed herewith es inclosure 3,
Col Sheftoec, former Chief of Guerrille iffzirs Bral
Edwerd M, Kuder regerding the Bolo Battzlions under Busrzn Kelew.
(It must be noted thet the "Diame Islem" unit mentioned in his
report is not & part of the Lenso Militery Sector, FBRU, US.FIP)
Nre Kuder wes sn fmericen educstor who had spent yersrs educeting
the loros before the wer end who lzter beceme Director of Civil
Affeirs for Lenzo under Colonel W. W. Fertig, This memo indi-
cated thet the Lanso lilitery Sector, FBBU, USiFIP, is ¢ race
keteering orgenizstion, vhich hsd inducted practicelly &ll of its
members into the unit during the yecrs 1945 cnd 1946, cnd thot
the lezders he con collocting feos from the members inducted.
Mr, Kuder hes full knowle: of the cctivities of Lenco, during
the occupstion, znd he recommends thet this unit be refused recog=
nition completely.

ke = lotter "To Whom It Msy Concern", from Genersl
Calixto Dugue formerly Chief of Staff, 8lst D1v1slon, (US4FFE) ,
and st present Deputy Chief of Steff, irmy of the Philippines, wcs
prosentod &s supporting cvidence of Kelew's sctivities. On inter-
Dugue, he steted thet he had been with the 8lst
n until the surrender and wes then prisoner of wer in
ndenso until Jenuery 1943. He ccknowledgos the appointment of
Datu Busren Kelew cs specizl sient of the G-2 Section 8lst Division,
but he did not know of zny of Kelew's activitices efter the sur-
render, He further stated thst the Moros of Lenso were very
destructive after the surrender of the 8lst Division. He asscrted
thet the Moros hod embushed some of the USAFFE members of the 8lst
Division while thoy were esceping to the hills, He slso clcimed
that there wes no orgenization of tho Lioro people end thet they
werc a grest hindrence to the people of Lenzo, especizlly the
Christians, for the Moros had attacked verious Christian barrios,
had rsped znd killed the inhcbitents cnd hed looted housess
Generzl Dugue hed hesrd of the defest of the Jzpenesc at Teperen,
but he did not know how it wss accomplishod.

1. in affidavit from Major Dominsdor Grreis, formelly &£C
of 8, G-3, 8lst Infantry Division, USIFFE, wes forwerded es cvidence
of the oxistence of the Bolo Battsclions. Wwhon interviewed, Hezjor
Garcie stoted thet he knew nothing of the ictivities of Keclaw,
the Dolo Battclion, efter the surrender of the 8lst Division,

ne sttoched hercwith es inclosure 4, is = confidenticl
report from Operctive Nunber one, Intellizence Section, MPC, Pz,
Leneo Province, Operative Number, Lt Heniobe sgucm, & native of
Lanco znd former member of the Dolo Brttullons, loter became o
momber of the Heranso Militic Force, It is noted, that within the '
report, Lt imen brings out the feet thet eftor tho surrondor of
the 81lst Division, meny of the members of the Dolo Bsttclion be-
ceme Collsberstors, infemous looters, robbers, bendits, otc., while
others continued their normal pursuits. He further stsztes that
the roster and orders submittcd to this hecdquerters were ante-
dsted, end thet the cedre of the Bolo Brttelion cre members of the
alrcedy recognized Meranso Hilitia Forces.




2. Datu Darangina Diampuem, a non-recognized guerrilla’
leader, who had operated in Lanao. claims that Datu Kalaw had
never had an organized unit after the surrender of the 8lst Divi-
sion. He further stated that Kalaw is vsing the Bolo Battalion
&s a money-making proposition, in that, he is charging the mem-
bers for their membership. Datu Darangina Diampuan also claims that
the Moros of the former Bolo Battalion under Kalaw were mors dos-
tructive during the Japanese occupation than they were constructive,

o

It should be emphasized that the Moros of Lanao were
organized

nto the Maranas Militia Forne, with a strength of

1y €,000 bera. The Maranao Militia Force was re-

‘be 10%h Military District as part of the 108th
dates of recogniticn of the Maranao Militia Force

k to 16 Soptember 1942, This recognition and revi-
sion constitu adaquate and jus% recognition of military services
the Moros of Zenao o the war effort,

cognized
Division.

P. No useful purpose will be served by any further invess
tigation of this univ.

q. There are no individual mombers worthy of recognition
with the exception of those alroedy rezognized with the Maranho
Militia Force. Although some casualtios are claimed in the rosters,
it is assumed that tliese cuasmaltics occurred in the general up-
rising of the people, and not as members of an orgamized wnit.
These cesualties or thoir heirs may continue to submit individual
request for casualty recognition.

6. POLITICAL ASPECTS: Most of the leading figures in the sub-
mitted rosters arc political aspirants, indiceting that the unit

may be used to support these Politicians in their attempts to gain
office.

7. RECOMMENDATION: tis r ded that the Lanao Military
Sector, Tighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the Philippines, otherwise known as the Fighting Blade Waspons

Divisions be not favorsbly considered for recognition,

Rl L it

ROBZRT L. MORTON
Captain, Ord

See incls filed w/ Team Leader's
Report in GAD.
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Extract of Guerrillas Resistance Movements in the Philippincs

The Moros and the Meranao Mili
blems on Mindanao have leng been & source of discontent and
unrest, The Moros are & distinct lMohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam-
boanga, the southern half of Lanao Province and across Cota-
bzto to the Davao Gulf: The Yeranao (Lenao) Moros arc per=
haps the bravest, proudest and the most intelligent of the
Philippine Moro groups: Marznao (Lanao) , Maguindanao (Cota+
bato) and the Tao-Sugs end Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu): In~
telligence, cournge and pridec, however, do not make the Laneo
Mpro elthera le elly or a dengerous enemy. His intel-
ligence is more n ¥y  cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. The iorc nas little respeet for the Christian
Filipino and may always be antazonistic towsrds him.

Force: The lioro pro-

<

Moro villages erc smell, usually built up around a fatm-
ing communi and t irhabitents are usuelly rcleted to
each other, ile each’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lceders of these inter-rcleted communitics form as zsso-
clation end hevc o group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders ere loyal. For the past forty years Moros have
bcen under the control of the Philipusine Constabulary, but
most of the Moros remember thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their arees and were frce to rob znd murder groups
less powerful then themselves., With any relexing of police
authority many of them soon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immecdiate
leaders.

To prevent bloodshed between Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and
nonc lived in Bukidnon. During thc chaos following the sur-
render, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christians. MORGAN's retaliatory
measures werc so violent, however, that the fcelings of the
Moros were aroused mor:s than cver, and it hes been only with
considerable care that the support and neutrslity of the Mo-
ros was maintained. In the Diras vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christien deres set foot now as a result.

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Japa-
nese invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by organizing and placing thousends of
Moros in holding defensive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindaneo., He organized the Mcro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros zrmecd with knives., The loros
were under their own leaders but were paid by US&FFE. They
had little time for training and when the Japanese landecd
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved rapidly. Meny prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla affairs in Lanzo and Cotabato.

Lt, Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 ~ January 1943. He collccted most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The esrly leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem=
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of lomungen; Datu LaGUINDAB
of Ganassij Joseph SiNGUILLA of Mumay and Medalums and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Incl 1)
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By late 1942 the lioros had collected a fairly large
nhumber of weapons. After the surrender they ransacked the
battlefields and waylaid civilians and former USAFFE coldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization was
Teal, _The efforts of Busran X -LAW, MINDALANO, the Sultan of
Ganessi ang many others to bring the Moros into line is a mo-
humental tribute to their respect for the American people.

hey were supported in their efforts by very small aliotments
Of arms and supplies from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headguarters inIranas nd
the prescnce of guerrilla leadsrs (such as Lt. Col, g
and Mr. KUDER) who knew the Moros well, were fortunate i
this connectinn,

For polit
teined as a

.e group 3F 2

] las on

gu
and strength of this force

124th Regt 'y Hq hupagon, Lanao Off EM

(e10) ] 5D aurog ARUMPAC 36 1,538
126th Regt

CO: liaj. Busran KALAW 118 1,124
127th hegt, 1", now siecging iMalabang

C0: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 73 788

128th Regt, MMF, now si

ng Malabang

CO: Haj. Anonngo BAGUINDAALI 100 951
129th hegt, MiF, Hq Taraka, Lanso 78 1,202
1st Prov. Hhest. 63 928
2nd Prov. ke:t. 53 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separete Bettalions 71 1,470
5 Sepesrate Companics 5 SRR

Total 997 8,841

Lt. Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-loro mestizo and pre-wer ma-
yor of Melabang, has been responsible for organizing M
resistance south of Malabang on the L'anao co it
tected the Christians and has kept on good teirs w
panese to obtain supplies. KALAW s a native of I
Lanao, was mayor of Momungan et oul’sreak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanao. !e is an associ
IMORGAN, and actively resisted the J:panese sirce 1
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and coura
hot tempered. He wes thc rst to fight the Japan
the USAFFF surrender. ALUMPAC was mayor of Lumbate
a little politico, a good manager and belongs to the (.su
order., BAGUINDAALI is populsr as one of the first Moro guer—
rilla leaders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47
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15 January 47

SUBJECT: "Blage Weapons Division"
TO ¢ The Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Gen Hospital, Denver 8, Colorado,.

1. Conditions have not changed since I wrote my letter of 28
Ma.r 46, this same general subject, and I will reiterate the recommenda-
tion conteined in tha® letter (Incl 3). Therefore in my opinion this
€roup is ngt entibled to recognition for aay activities following the
organization 't i ry District on 16 Sept 42, A1l men who
assisted my er that date have been included in regular unit ros-
ters and ar vecounized, Thus the Blade Weapon units are entitled to
no congider o except Fer services rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan /2) and the date of 16 Sept 42,

2, That period comprises two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 Mey 42, During
the invasion period - April 30 - 4 Ney 42 - while I was actually with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
coming, THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAP ADVANCE. Vhen the debacle
followed after 4 May 42, the Moros engaged in wide scale looting, In
July 42, Lt Ccl Charles Smith, CE (then a civilian employee of the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Lanac Moros, From evidence,
which I believe was conclusive, the Blade Weapon units contributed
nothing to the resistance cause during this first phase,

3. The second phase of inerties that extended from 29 May 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness except for the continued resis=
‘tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Now Representative from Lanao in the Phila
ippine Legislature) and his group in coniunction with that of Datu Aguam,
The Japs failed to win this group. In i
were wiped out on the east shore of Lake
generael uprising of the people and not

4o CONCLUSICN AND RECOMMENDAT
problem was made curing “he occupatic
dence that the Blade
resistance movement,
ted units in the provin:

Wendell W Fertig
Colonel CE

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947

E
JW‘(g(I&/:n/‘
PROTACIO CABIAO
1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Secticn

{Incl 2)
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Manila
9 June 1946
VB for Lt, Col Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affatrs Division,
AFVESPAC, on Laneo Guerrilias,

THE DIAMA ISTAN

This is an organization which deserves consideretle credit
for providing tho big impetus that turned most of the Lanag leres
against the Jips, !

I was in Larso, with the Moros and the guerrilla movement
£ron the nonont the Japs invaded Lanao, APril 29-30, 1942 wp 19
Sept 29, 193. 1 ucs mever in Japs hands, but had fo leave Lo
For hustzalld by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, duo to illness,

flonce, althouch I did not see the fights the Diama Islam pus
UP, In fact ves sbout 50 kilometers avay, still T had eye-whtis.
Toparts of it within two days afterward, and observed how the wisle

ince rang with the exrloit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the lir:on
were stirred up and inepived by it.

It is true there bad been encounters and ambushes p
this, but this was the first big pitched battle. The spocd vi.h
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out, all but one
made an encruous impression on everyome including the Jap
intelligence at that time indicated that thoy asked Zor &
sions for Nindanao, one for Lenao alome and the ofker
of the island, I do not thirk the Jap force wag o:
Diame leaders claimed, for I checked the mumber of G
‘tines with people who counted the corrscs ab the time.
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, end some Filip
as cargadors by the Japs, who were eaught in the oirele
The Horos did not bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs borbod the whole east s'is of
the Lake, whore the fight occurcd (Tanparen) for nearly a i'h,
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, othe: tried again in mide .-
1942, This tize they canc with around 500-600 trocps, in urs.
using the road around the north ord of the leke.

They were again attacked by the Diama werriors and this tine
444 not try to stand their ground, but fled to a woodod hill, Jssing
some of their trucks in the procass, At tho hill, they weve ahis

to rally and hold oif through attackers until the i

‘ion ran low, and until reinforcements ceme %o emable thomto rotrests
Tho loros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimcd heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded away, we
hed to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrisen) to

1

Page 1 of Incl 3
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Teports This report put the Jap total casualties at under a hundred,

But the Japs nover came bak, and never again patrolled in the
interior of Larao, although they naintained their garrison at Dansa.
an by virtuo of tho highvey fo Iligan, and at Gamassi by means of
‘the Leke, fron Dansalan,

Thus, within £ive months efter Corregidor, the intorior Zaty
Of Lanao vag frecd of the Japs and remained free, This was & zoms:
ablle achievencnt and is due largely to tho Diama Islam,

Since the Japs never roturned they had no more fighting to do,
but did guars the lake %o yrevent supplies from reaching the Japss

s 1o Diama Islan yas self=supporting in the vay of food, guns
doi, rany of its members found economic pressure too strong
160 She Norenao 11361 Fores under Coly Fertig, some months
later, Jor the sake cf botter pay and supplys

rhaps misplaced, kopt the cthers from joining and held
et ing of e hore guard organization

Yet, it mst not be forgotten that they battlod and best the
Japs before Fertig even started, and it mist also be realized that
Bad it 5ot boon for the beatings and fight thoy pave tho Japs,
Fertigls initially puny organization would in all likeliheod have
been crushod,

Tho Diama Islam rendered a real service.

Their leader claims 4,599 mon on his roll,
this is greatly Sxesgerated.
have more than 2000
Sor that area, but, knoving as 3 do how Tack: onel the liors ar
anong thenseles, 1 would cxemino ven that figure with cauticn,

I beliele the Diama Islam is ontitled to somw recognivi~ after
caroful investigation,

The Belo Battalion, undor Busran Kalaw

understand this oubfit clains 40,000 members, If such 1s
ot i e 15 tho wildost fabrication, Tho Mseai¥ of this ooga-
nization was in the arca along tho Darsalan Iligan soud, 1t 56 haa
40,000 members why could it novor closo that road, nor teke the Jap
outpost. of 20 nen guarding the Fantes 'J“)dgu, ‘hot, botmoan oy =
2000 Diana Islam could beat the Japs so badl; in 1o Disma
territory?

Page 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kalew, the Bolo Battalion )esdcr, my clain credit rm-
the Diama Islam's exploit at Tnm,man may be truo that, ho
thore, but his back was to the it Vs in trying to overs
take hin that the Japs ran into e Diama,

Busren nover got closer than 5 kus o the Japs, and I never
saw hin with as many as 200 T e dozon of times'
during the guerrille tines

was & real Bolo Battalion organized Ly General Fort be-
fore the T2pe cane, npl‘)l 29-30, 1942, but 1t nover excecded 5,000
men and v: 1 those Joinod the M wndor Ferts

ovtls surrender, to give hin credit, Busran Kalsy
i up rosistence against the Japs, bu, ho had & follow-
ing only om area, Baluy, tho thinnost pepu.lau:d avoa of
Lamso. 'Ho comld ot pos sibly have had one thougand nen

It wes not until late 1945 and now in 1946 50 meny mon-
T Manlisted in Shoir outfit. It has pech o ruckctc:mng in
utlcns collected from the mombors to ray for pro-
tring ‘(virf-haa/ or baptianel prosents to ite loaders
e, s 1t otands nov 1t
T "Lt Col." Bule
S ey dug “of tho Japanscd and guided theis et

1 would turn this outfit down, cold and complotoly.

Respectfully submitted,

/5/ Bavard K. Xuder
cte, Div. Supt, of Schools for Lana
b e Affaire for Larao under
Col W W, Fertig

Copy Reproduced -~ 24 April 1947

/ {/
lan
EHoticTo mm
1st Lt Inf,,
Chief, llccords sct:blcn
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HELDQUARTERS M/33a-
LN O PROVINGE
MILITARY POLICE CCHMiND i
Tntelligence Suetion
EEOF 160
12 ipr 46

~CONRIBBNPTAT ™
Subject: Bolo Battelion, History of (Lanso Province)

TO ¢ PPN, Larao Prov, NFC, P4 - 420 159

not very asccurate story of the history of the
Llion orgenization in Lanco, is here, submitted by this
Jealousy anr selfishness, neither for eggrandizement,
but as irtelligeace soction of the Lgency of thc govermment, it vill
in some how da patc any chadow of doutt on the pert of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Stet Thie story will not only help clecr the
doubts of [FAESPAC, but will in one way guide LFWESPAC to recompensc
Justly the very patriots.

2}

section not for

Some where in the leter pert of Docember 1941, letters from the
Provinciel Governor werc scnt to all Municipsl ond Municipel District
leyors urging each Meyor to organize in their own districts, Voluntoor
Guards. To give more inspiration znd incentives to accomplish result
to the maximun the order was propegendized thru out Laneo, that this
Velunteer Cuards is enuncieted by the most Filipino beloved Late Presi-
dent Vanuel I. Quezon. The Volunteor Guerd was very successful,

Then and efterwerd some wherc in the earlier pert of February 1942,
if not Jenvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lenao Province authorized the organization of the
Bolo Battalion. He himself (Gen Fort) teing o good and sincere friond
to the lerensws for many years wont around the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyalty to the gov't one owes sn allegience. He
himself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Sccred
Niohemmedan Bible) with many lesding Datus thet they toing merbers cf the
Bolo Battelion will, in all means resiet the enemy, the Japanese, and
oven sworned thet they (Detus) will never surrender to the Japanose if
in case the Jepanese might succeed vanguishing the USLFFE, Again 1 4
(District Meyors) were made immediate lerders of their respective districts.
lieny Mayors end Datus were given shot guns and even spring-field rifles
Cel 30 ML to give them more interest in leading their own people. In the
months of March end ipril, 1642, Wayors especially of Watu, Tugaye,
Becolod, Medelim, Y-camba, Genessi, Puslas, Teterikan, end Pinidayan were
cech given seven deys to guard ot Barorao beach, at Malatang, Lznao to
wetch ard report imredintely any sign of Jupencse ships seen on the
Liliena Bey. This was by rotetion. Even tcachers headed by their District
supervisor werc one time voluntcered to guard at Barorao.

=

So far, every Mayor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, Thoy were
being trensported thero by frmy Trucks purposely designated for use of the
Bolo Bettalion., Officers in the USLFTE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
2nd guide the Moro Rolo Bettalion werc Nejor Starez now Colonel, he is
somevhere in Sulu, lst Lieut, Memerinta Lao, now Cept, Cormanding the 64th
MP Co, Lenzo Prov, MPG, PL, 3d Lt Nohemad £1i Dimaporo now 1lst Licut, Gom-
manding the 6Sth VP Co, Lenao Prov, MPC, Pk, 3d Lt Santos Impericl, now
in the 5th Repl Bn end 2d Lt Mentoyen Boyolen; There officers perheps.
do not know ever the number of the Bolo Bsttelion that time they vwere
handing the orgenization, Mejor Gebel thet time was the one ;pp;“éving
certificate of en individual recommended by the District Meyor “toBaleD \
merber of the Falo Bsttelion. 4 1 JuL i I

pon 1960 =)

- 1= \
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[ ®
History of Bolo pn, Cont'd

Nor figuring end comparatively speeking there ere 33 Municipal

Districts in the province of lanco and not e1l cotively crganizes the

pomberships for the Bolo Battalion, Let us teko for gremted thet the

23 municipel districts did actively in tho organization of the Bele

fattelion ond sgain 1ot us not count that every distriet Mayor hed thoir

{itty memberchips, let us even make 1t 100 for each Heyor o let us put

honor 200 or 300 which 1s really not the truth, then of the 33 Hayors
113 bo 1ot us scy 300 for each, thus there wero 9,900 nenboss,

Nou granting that thore wers 9,00 Bolo Fettelion, but during the

J wasion botucon Valsberg snd Genassi thére mere roughly €0 Foro

Bolo Battalion members present. Meyor Swaros hed & pereonl b edge

of this amicer for he ves with then that night of Moy, 1ot 1942,

Ageln vhen the [EAFFE in Lanso surrendered to the Jepancs on tho
later perc of Mey 1942 of this rough estimato of 9,900 Bere Betielin

pappers of Chrictions and Subanon on the eastern part of Zembosgn, sono
Jont ea ective ircffickers of whito slavery end vhile fou stayed furthon
Jepancso gurrisons snd dovoted on farming. This was the truth of spere
the Bolo Fattelion vent end vhat esch did,

Those few vho went to the mountains continusd resisted the cnemy did
sonothing very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lanao More Pusloe
Yo bemtion somc of them, thero wers Dek Busren of Balowd, Datn Famlvo
Mindolonao of Uya-cn, end Lunbotan, Sulten sa Ganassi the Loto Agu
Ppetunn, e lato Datu Leguimdch all Genassi, Datu Ananggo Baginseil or
Pomain, Datu Beod of Pagulogen, Datu ¥alomit Unpe of Kepstegen s son
fon Patus of Tampuran Districts, These Detus mentioncd sboye rocily asd
gomothing in arousing the people of Lanso, This was more than 3 sexthe
Fofore the creanization of the 10th UD umder Col Fertig was ongantoes ond
more than 6 nonths before the organisation of tho 108th Division seter
Col Hedgos, It ds furthor stated thet ot Tomparan Districte ifter th
Temperan dncident of Soptomber 12, 1942 vhen Japancse patrol sao wriped out
Speirely thero wes ono group there callod Disms Islem who roally Fougnt
the Japencse and mntil now they aro intact nor they Wore recogaizig ch
guorrilles.

4bove Datus mentioned after the 10Eth Division was orgenized units,
celled the Balo Pattelion wore induotod into the USFIP andshere men
great Joy for they werc all happy boing told by Col Hodgos that they
Socome ¢ Port of the United States Army and whatevor previligos grom or
due to imericen soldiers and officers, thoy aro also entitles. Sai goes
§o say thot tho Loyal Bolo Battalion that romined in the mowntain boeoe

Last liay 1945, Mayor Navarro, Inspector Gensrel of the 10th ID had &
gomplote and correct List of the Nerenao Guerrilloros, He got more than
8,000, non both officors and Bil. This was the wholo M (Nrenew Nilitia
Force) already recognized by the &th Army rinco 17 April 45 Thir story

th

3,000 the highest cstinate that will only bring 12,000, lNow for tho
have about 17,000,

e
( Inol 4 )
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The Christian Guerrilleros genuincd at that organized by Morgan are
not counted here,

To give more support for this story Mr. Edward M. Kuder the only
American with the Maranawg in the mountains in 1942 can slso be asked.

However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Rattalion to

the AFUESPAC there were those nemes found in the defunct 108th Dlvislon
for they werc either officors or EM in that outfit,

CPERATIVE
#1

P, S.

Anti dated I"Jal"); ard v“dcrs, framed up reports rents
and entering pames i e 1245 submitted Bolo Em, Ro. are tly
in the rosters of th acw in the files of vhe derunct 1C&th Division,
10th ¥D, Great Anomally

Note Operative #1 is:

Lt Manioba fguem
Dept of In
City Hell,

r
nila, P.I.

Copy Reproduced: 15 Kerch 47
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